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	November 2011


Dear Colleague

Learning Difficulties & Autistic Spectrum Disorder Small Grants 2012/13
I am pleased to inform you that there is an opportunity to apply for grant funding for projects for adults with learning difficulties and/or autistic spectrum disorders in West Sussex for 2012/13.

It has been decided to merge the Learning Difficulties and Autistic Spectrum Grants into one process with one form and the same timetable.  Please find attached an application form and criteria.  Funding is available for one year only.

Organisations can apply for either a Learning Difficulty Grant and/or an Autistic Spectrum Disorder Grant.  No more than two applications will be permitted per organisation.  

Grant applications can be for pump priming funding for a service development for either customers eligible to receive support from social care or for preventative services for non-eligible customers.  If the application is for preventative services then the need must have been identified through the local My Network.
This year funding is notionally apportioned to the 6 My Network Areas as set out in the table below.
	Area
	LD £
	ASD £

	Worthing & Littlehampton
	£8,000
	£5,000

	Bognor Regis
	£8,000
	£5,000

	Horsham
	£8,000
	£5,000

	Crawley & East Grinstead
	£8,000
	£5,000

	Burgess Hill & Haywards Heath
	£8,000
	£5,000

	Countywide
	£12,000
	£15,000

	Total
	£60,000
	£45,000


In the event that either no County-wide applications are received or were unsuccessful then the resource would be re-allocated. The same would apply to the local areas.  However the intention is to have an even spread of grant funded services across the County.  

All applications must be for revenue funding only (no bids for capital) and preferably be for new initiatives/developments.  Consideration will be given to bids for on-going projects where there is evidence that there have been good outcomes and future funding will be found to sustain the scheme.

The timetable is as follows:

Application process advertised



early November 2011

Complete applications by:          


6th January 2012
Decision Making Panel by:           
    

3rd February 2012

Applicants Notified by:               
            
13th February 2012

Partnership Board notified:                                   
end February 2012

Project Commences:                                             April 2012                                                            

A sub group of the Partnership Board will evaluate and decide which applications are supported and the amount of funding to be awarded.  Members of the panel are likely to be:

· Graham Tyler, Partnership Board Chair & Deputy Cabinet Member Adults’ Services
· Derek Deedman, County Councillor

· Angie Mills, County Councillor

· Katie Glover, Principal Manager (Learning Difficulties)

· Lucy Beach, Joint Commissioning Manager (Learning Difficulties)
In addition there will be a self-advocate panel meeting and their views will be taken into account in the decision making process. They will use the easy read answer from the application form to make their decisions. 

When completing your application please bear in mind that we are likely to receive a high number of bids and therefore bids for a lower amount may have a higher chance of success.  Please also be realistic about the amount of funding required and do not over state the amount needed.
I look forward to receiving your applications.

Yours sincerely


Lucy Beach

Joint Commissioning Manager (Learning Difficulties)


