Funding News - 7th February 2012
Energy, Environment and Climate Change 
The eaga charitable trust supports projects that promote a better understanding of fuel poverty and ensuring energy services are fair and accessible for all groups in society. Grant applications should consist of at least one of the following:
· Rigorous academic or policy-based research

· Robustly evaluated action projects that can offer new models for use on a wider scale

· Wider promotion of good practice (through toolkits and workshops, for example). 
The Trust gives priority to funding proposals that have the potential to inform or influence national perceptions and policies and have a wide geographic focus. A project that operates at a local level will only be considered for a grant if it: clearly demonstrates innovation; identifies the policy relevance of the project; has wide applicability; and has well developed evaluation and dissemination plans. For more information about how to apply, please visit the website. 

Deadline: Monday 14th May 2012
The Community Energy Challenge will provide 12-18 months of enterprise development, mentoring, technical advice and community facilitation for six to eight communities, enabling them to initiate co-operative renewable energy projects at a significant scale (e.g. valued at £1m to £3m and/or rated in excess of 500kW).
The Community Energy Challenge offers a supported application process designed to help communities develop strong project proposals, even from a standing start. Lack of technical know-how should not be a barrier and communities with ambition are encouraged to apply.

Communities wishing to apply to the fund should do so using the expression of interest available from the website.

Deadline: Wednesday 29th February 2012 

Health and Wellbeing

The Time to Change Grants Fund opened in February to support project which:

· Bringing together people who have experienced mental health problems with those who have not

· Engage local communities in meaningful conversations about mental health.

· Are led by people with lived experience of mental health problems.

To ensure you get the latest information about the grants fund, email grants@time-to-change.org.uk to register.

West Sussex County Council has announced details of its Prevention and Wellbeing Grants Programme for 2012 / 13. The programme will fund star-up costs (up to £5,000) for services and activities for adults (including older people) which contribute to the prevention and wellbeing agenda:

· Social contact and stimulation

· Activity and exercise

· Occupational / educational activities

· Peer support groups

· Maintaining or restoring independence.

For more details or an application pack for activities in the Crawley area please email Bekithemba Mhlanga or call 01293 572477 / 07920 548606 

Deadline: Friday 2nd March 2012 

Housing and Homelessness
Funding is available to bring long-term empty homes and other types of property, including commercial property, into use as affordable housing. Registered charities, community interest companies and social enterprises are eligible to apply.
Full details, the application form and guidance notes are available from the Department for Communities and Local Government website.

Deadline: Tuesday 17th April 2012

Social Enterprise
West Sussex County Council has a role in promoting and supporting active communities and business in West Sussex. The new Social Enterprise Fund has been set up to support this role. The Social Enterprise Fund provides funding to enterprises which meet certain criteria. A social enterprise could be defined, for example, as a charity or charitable organisation, a community interest company, a co-operative or similar organisation, or a staff mutual.

Examples of how this fund will be used may include:

· One off start-up or growth funding.

· Working capital for enterprises that support the running of existing council services.

· Grants to maintain buildings taken over by enterprises.

· Substitute for council revenue budget on a one off basis, where delaying a saving may produce a better chance of social enterprise taking over a service.


In order to be considered for Social Enterprise funding, proposals must comply with the following:

· Payments are on a one off basis and do not provide revenue support.

· The enterprise must demonstrate that the payments form part of a coherent and convincing business plan.

· The enterprise must be based in West Sussex.

· The enterprise must show how its work contributes to the Council’s aims as set out in its Performance Framework:

( Living within our means - We understand our responsibility to ensure every pound of taxpayers’ money is spent wisely.

( Active communities - In West Sussex we are embedding the ‘Big Society’ in everything we do. This is not new, we have been doing this for some time and now we want to go further and faster.

( Think family - We believe we will make the biggest difference to children, young people and families’ lives by working together to meet their needs as early as possible.

( Healthy ambitions - We want all residents in West Sussex to live longer, happier, healthier lives.

( Minding our businesses - We will work closely with businesses in West Sussex to improve economic performance in our coastal towns, rural West Sussex and the Gatwick Diamond. The strength of our approach means we will also look beyond our boundaries.

( Building a sustainable future - We are committed to protecting the environment, in particular the reduction of carbon emissions and tackling the threat of climate change, by providing leadership within our own organisation as well as across the county as a whole.

( On the move - Residents tell us that they want to see potholes filled and the quality of roads in West Sussex improved. So we have committed to achieving this.


Submissions for the March 2012 decision point need to be received by 24 February 2012 which will be the final submission for the current financial year. Guidance and an application template can be found on the website. All enquiries should be directed to:

The Community Solutions Team
West Sussex County Council
Room 215, County Hall
West Street
Chichester, PO19 1RQ

Phone: 01243 752054
E-mail: community.solutions@westsussex.gov.uk
Older People

In January Comic Relief opened a new grants programme to help older people cope with the challenges of the current financial climate. The programme is aimed at supporting older people to build their knowledge and skills to manage their money more effectively, increase their income, experience less fuel poverty and to deal better with financial distress.

The second cycle of this programme opens on Tuesday 10th April 2012. To discuss whether your work meets the criteria, please email ukgrants@comicrelief.com or call 020 7820 2000.
Sports

Grants of up to £1,000 are available to community groups in West Sussex using sport to address disadvantage and deprivation. Sports Relief Community Cash is available to small voluntary and community groups, charities and social enterprises.

Priority will be given to small, locally based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the needs of their community and are undertaking actions as a means of addressing these needs. 

For more information contact the Sussex Community Foundation or call 01273 409440.
Deadline: Friday 16th March 2012
The Gatwick Sports Legacy Fund supports young people to take part in sports and continue the Olympic legacy. Grants are intended for coaching rather than equipment. For more information contact Sussex Community Foundation or call 01273 409440.

Deadline: Thursday 30th April 2012 

News

B&Q operates a waste donation scheme through all its stores. Unsaleable products and waste materials such as damaged tins of paint and off cuts of timber are donated to community groups, charities and schools. Available items will vary from store to store and there is no guarantee that items will be available for donation when an enquiry is made. For more information, contact your local store directly (for Crawley, 01293 611651) and ask for the duty manager.
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If you are a community or voluntary organisation and require further information or assistance with grant funding applications, please contact Crawley Community and Voluntary Service (CCVS) on 01293 657000 and ask for a member of the Development Team.
Although every care has been taken to ensure accuracy of the Funding News, deadlines, criteria and awards may be subject to change. 
Funding News is compiled by Crawley Community and Voluntary Service in partnership with Crawley Borough Council.
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