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	Meeting Title: 
	Building Stronger Partnerships

	Date:
	4th May 2011

	Attendees:


	Jacqui Ball (JBall)
BSP Chairman,     Arun District Council 
Anne Jones (AJ)
Adur and Worthing Councils

Saskia Macdonald (SM)
Crawley CVS

Martin Pearson (MP)      4Sight

Mike Link (ML)

WSCC

Kate Scales (KS)
VCAD (West Sussex Co-operative rep – south)
Chloë Williams (CW)      Chichester District Council

Duncan Barratt (DB)       WSCC

Janet Brown (JBrown)
HACVS (Health and Wellbeing rep – north)
Seth Gottesman (SG)
WSCC

David Richardson (DR)
WSCC

Liz Hall (LH)
             ICIS

Nigel Scott-Dickeson(NSD)Springboard Project

Christine Hardisty (CH)Mid Sussex CVSs (WS Co-operative rep – north)
Sharon Hurr (SH)
WSCC

Malcolm Consterdine (MC)Worthing CVS (Economic Skills and Enterprise rep – south)
Nicky Shute (NS)
Central Sussex CAB (Economic Skills and Enterprise rep – north)
Steve Limbrey (SL)
Transition towns, Worthing (Environment and Climate rep – south)
Julia Carrette (JC)
Worthing CVS (Strategic Community Safety rep – south)
Anita Wright (AW)
Mears Home Improvements (Housing rep – north)
Adrian Barritt (AB)
AVA



	Apologies:
	Hilary Spencer (HS) – BSP Co-Chair,   CVS Arunwide (Health and Wellbeing rep – south)


	1 Welcome

2 Apologies for absence

3 Minutes of meeting of 18th January 2011.
4 Matters Arising not already on the Agenda:- 
             Response to Government Green Paper (defer)
 
Thematic Partnership Board Elections

3rd Sector Audit

5 Evaluation of LAA 2 (update)
6 The Future of BSP

i
Review of BSP activity


ii
BSP Moving Forward


iii
Succession planning

iv
practical issues

7 Is there a future for a county-wide Voluntary Sector Forum?

8 AOB

9 Dates of Future Meetings (?)



	Item
	Issues and Actions
	Action

By

	4
Previous Mins 
	Item 4 – JBall to check out referral to Simon Blake
Item 9 – discussion re collecting consultation responses following response to Government Green paper on Modernising Commissioning was deferred

Item 10 – SG to check with Steve Wylie about the database
	JBall
SG

	
	Item 7 – Representation – Thematic Partnership Board Elections.  

ML remarked that it was good to see most of the posts contested and that the process worked.

MP questioned the process and said that it was not very effective as people were not given the opportunity to stand in north and south of county where they worked across county.  He asked that the election process be re-run when possible.

JC said that WSCC had given full backing to the process, but due to funding cuts had not been able to put in resources.  It was an imperfect procedure, but had produced a better representational system than the previous one.

JBall said that it was good to have new reps in post, but there needed to be some clarity about the major thematic partnerships so that reps could be briefed.

Further discussion took place.

MP said that one of the reps no longer worked in the vol. sector.  JBall to check the validity of this person’s role.
	JBall

	
	Item 11 – 3rd Sector Audit – Ana Fajardo had sent a summary to the previous BSP meeting.  AB said that the report was due to be issued and that there had been over 100 responses.  SG to talk to Ana about issuing the report, if necessary in draft form.
There was discussion about the small number of responses.
	SG

	5 Eval. Of LAA2
	Matt Hall – WSCC – was trying to complete this evaluation, but the work had stalled because the  national OCS survey results were not yet available.  NSD to contact OCS.
	NSD


	6 Future of BSP
	There was discussion about what had been achieved – Compact Awards, PIP, the working relationships developed between people at the BSP meetings, the development of the countywide volunteering service, the establishment of BSP with district, county and VCS representation.

ML said that the PIP Consultant was complimentary about West Sussex – we are self-critical, but we need to recognise what we have achieved.

JBall to put together a report of progress over the past 3 years.  The evaluation should include consideration of the next steps.  This report could be presented by the BSP reps to the new WS Co-operative, and put on EESI and partners’ websites.

JBall to check if there is money left in ChangeUp to carry out this work.

JBall has a presentation  award for Safder Mohammed

Safder has drafted handover notes – these will be incorporated into the report

DB remarked that if the BSP did not exist it would have to be set up in order to deliver Big Society agenda.
DB spoke of the new Big Society dept. in WSCC.  The dept is new, but the staff are not.  There was concern about the potential for duplication with vol sector work, and also about how WSCC depts. were going to work together. 

DB to let BSP know who the Big Society teams are.
AB asked about the involvement of elected members and whether targets had been set for work for Big Society dept.  DB said that they were still trying to get a steer, but that they were approaching towns and parishes to work with them.

DB said that the teams needed to know who within the communities they should be engaging with, and they want to understand the work which is already being carried out.

A sub-group will be set up comprising JBall, JBrown, NSD, NS, DB.

JBall to send PIP Report to DB and liaise with him re. date for sub-group meeting.

SG said that VSLDOs had a clear remit to work with vol. sector organisations in health and social care, both where they were being funded by WSCC and where there was a dependency, but not financial commitment.

JBall spoke about the lack of funding for future BSP activity and asked if there were free of charge venues which could be used.  There is also a need for admin support for Jacqui and Hilary – to get out agendas, minutes etc.  NS to check out a possible volunteer minute-taker for main BSP meetings.

SG to check with Steve Wylie re. possible funding for BSP

JBall said that it was necessary for BSP to think about who could take over the public sector Chair role when she retires.
	JBall

JBall

DB

JBall

NS

	7

Future of County

wide Forums
	This item was deferred.
	

	8
AOB
	All BSP information is held at present on VOLG website and needs to be moved.
JBall to talk to HS about updating EESI website with BSP information.  All partners could then have links to this.  Money left from ChangeUp could be used for this.

Discussion about the relationship between reps and BSP.  Reps will meet as a separate group, but there will be a direct link between the reps and the BSP as reps are expected to attend the BSP – this should be built into the BSP Terms of Reference.
	JBall

	9
BSP Meetgs
	These will be held in September, January and May.  AN to find a venue for the September meeting, JC to provide a minute-taker.
	AN and JC


